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lovely write
little board
smiling mouth
dreadful stick
problem eating
chewing habit
moment windy
opened huge
stopped gust
wrong comb
turned stuck
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Chewing Gum

Mary was a lovely little girl. She had lots of friends and was always 
smiling. There was just one dreadful problem with Mary. She was 
always chewing gum. From the moment she opened her eyes in the 
morning until the time she went to bed, her jaw never stopped 
moving. Chew, chew, and chew! She would eat any gum she had 
but her favourite was strawberry. Her parents bought her chewing 
gum every day. They did not think that there was anything wrong 
with her chewing all day.

Her teacher, Mrs Gray, did not like her habit. She would lecture her 
every day. Mary would spit out her chewing gum, but as soon as 
Mrs. Gray turned to write on the board, she would pop another stick 
into her mouth. This went on for the whole year. The only time 
Mary stopped chewing gum was when she was eating food. She 
would take her gum out of her mouth and stick it behind her ear! 
YUCK! Her friends did not like this at all.  They thought it was 
disgusting and told her so, but she just laughed at them and did it 
anyway.

One day, just before the Christmas holiday, something happened 
that put an end to this unpleasant habit.  Mary was very proud of 
her lovely, long, brown hair. She would brush every morning 
(chewing all the time, of course!). The class had a picnic but it was 
a very windy day. They could wear ordinary clothing and did not 
have to tie up their hair. Just as they were about to eat, a huge 
gust of wind blew over the field. Mary had already taken the gum 
out of her mouth and stuck it behind her ear. Her hair got stuck to 
the gum! The entire piece got all tangled in the strands of her hair.

"Oh no! What will I do?" she cried.
"Put peanut butter on it and then try to comb your hair," said Mrs.
Gray.
"Put ice on it. When it is frozen it will come out easily," said Sue.
"Ha ha," laughed the boys, "cut it off!"
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Mary went home that afternoon in a terrible state. She first tried the
peanut butter. That just made it stickier. Then she tried to freeze it. 
That made it even worse. 

"I am sorry," said her mother, we will have to cut your hair.
That Monday a new Mary went to school. She had short, shiny hair 
and her jaw was still all day! Mary never touched a piece of chewing 
gum again!

Answer the following questions:
1. Describe Mary in two sentences.

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

2. What problem did Mary have?
___________________________________________________

3. What do we call it when someone does something all the time? 
Give one word.
_______________________________________

4. When did she start chewing gum?
___________________________________________________

5. When did she stop chewing gum?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

6. What did she do when she ate food?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

7. What did her friends think about her habit?
___________________________________________________

8. Describe the incident that stopped Mary chewing gum. What 
advice was she given?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

9. Whose advice did she have to follow?
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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Degrees of Comparison 

Degrees of comparison are used to show how things increase in 
size or intensity. Look at the example and then complete the 
table.

sticky stickier stickiest

longer

lovely

friendliest

clever

more disgusting

silly

heavier

newest

long

worst

lovely

beautiful

proud

most dreadful

small

big

heavier

softest

good


