
Term 2 

Grade 5 

Create in 2-D:  Creative lettering and pattern-making  

 

Introduction  

 

Reinforcing complementary colours, shapes and lines 

 

 
 

 

Activity 

          

 
 

A B 

C  D 



          

 
 

Identify the complementary colours used in each of these pictures. 

A. ________/__________     

  

B. ________/__________  F.  ________/__________ 

 

C. ________/__________           G.  ________/__________ 

  

D. ________/__________  H.  ________/__________ 

 

When looking at picture E what do you see? 

 

_________________________________________________________

______ 

 

E F H G 



In which picture were squares used?     

________________________________ 

 

Which pictures has round shapes?   

_____________________________ 

In which picture were line used the most?    

_______________________ 

Which of these pictures has natural patters?  Motivate your answer. 

_________________________________________________________

__ 

Name five types of lines used in any of the pictures. 

_________________________________________________________

___ 

 

 

Main activity:  Create 2-D:  creative lettering and pattern making 

 

What you will need: 

2 x A4 page 

White Wax crayon (leftover soap bar or a white candle) 

Paint (complementary colours e.g. orange/blue or red/green or purple/yellow) 

Paintbrushes 

Water containers 

Paint mixing pallets (ice cream tub lids) 

1x A3 black board to mount the end product on. 

 

Preparation: 

Plan your picture before you start. 

 

Step 1 

You have to draw one of your initials in the centre of the A4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The initials must cover more than half of your page. 

No patterns must be made in the initial.  

 It must represent a white focal point. 

 

 

Step 2 

Make a shape around your initial and repeat this shape until the page is full. 

 

 
 

 

Step 3 

Decorate each shape with a different pattern/letter. 

 



 
 

Select the set of complementary colours that you will use e.g.  Orange/blue or 

red/green or purple/yellow. 

After your planning is done, you may start with the main activity. 

 

End product:   

 

2-D letter and pattern making with complementary colours 

 

Copy your planning onto a clean A4 page tracing the lines with a white wax crayon. 

When colouring with the white wax crayon ensure that you press hard to create a 

thick layer on the paper. 

Colour your initial with the white wax crayon. 

Draw the shapes around your initial with the white wax crayon. 

Decorate each shape with the same pattern you used in your planning using the 

white wax crayon. 

Do not colour the patterns but only draw the outlines. 

Choose the set of complementary colours you will be using and dilute it with water. 

If the paint is too thick the white wax crayon will not show the white lines that you 

have drawn. 

Paint each alternative shape with the selected set of complementary colours. 

Leave the paint to dry. 

The white wax crayons outlines will show of and this is called a batik technique. 

Paste this end product onto a larger black paper. 

The batik picture must be pasted in the middle of the black paper so that one will 

have a frame around the picture. 

Exhibit the pictures against the wall for self-assessment. 

Complete the rubric. 

 

 



    

 

 

Rubric for grading this art project. 

Colour the block that best suits your ability on this work activity 

Developing 
skills 

 
 

I produce a high 
quality, creative 

work. 

I produced 
acceptable work 

I produced No work 

Understanding 
art elements 

I applied all 
concepts 

Creatively. 

I applied the required 
concepts. 

I did not apply the 
concepts as 
requested. 

Participation   I always 
participated in 

class 

I sometimes 
participated in class 

I do not participate in 
class 

Use of materials I used the white 
wax crayons 

correctly.  

I needed some 
assistants to use the 

white wax crayon. 

I used the white wax 
inappropriately 

Shapes  Focal point was I used and I did not understand 



 perfectly 
highlighted with 
creative shapes. 

understood how to 
make shapes around 

my focal point. 

how the shapes 
should have looked 

around the focal 
point. 

Patterns  I decorated the 
shapes with 
imaginative 

patterns. 

I decorated the 
shapes with different 

kinds of patterns 

I patterns was not 
completed. 

Complementary 
colours 

Explored with the 
combinations of 
complementary 
colours. 

Use the 
combinations of 
complementary 
colours correctly. 

I did not understand 
the combinations of 

complimentary 
colours. 

 

 

 

 

Enrichment activity:  Tommy Motswai 

 Tommy Motswai was born in Johannesburg. Although he was born deaf he ultimately became a 

successful artist portraying the world around him on paper with pastels. In his own words, “I like to 

draw happy people doing ordinary things like travelling on buses, talking and singing, in places I 

know well, like Soweto.”  

Due to his disability Motswai attended Kutlwanong School for the Deaf in Rustenburg from 1968 to 

1979. A teacher recalls, while the children were working in the garden at school, she realised that 

Motswai was missing. She eventually found him sitting on the steps behind a classroom, drawing. As 

he did this frequently she addressed him about it and he replied in sign language that he wanted to 

become an artist. She outlined the financial difficulties and encouraged him instead to become a 

plumber, and to do art as a hobby. 



Motswai grew up in Soweto with his parents and younger brother, who were all able to hear. Before 

he started school he could not speak and resorted to drawing pictures in the sand to communicate. 

It was his little brother who gave him his first exercise book and pencil, which he used to draw. 

Tommy Motswai pays great attention to minute detail as he sees it, and consciously makes an effort 

to record life's important incidents and moments. His work often includes humour and good-natured 

exchanges between people. He records the happy and cheerful aspects of his world, and leaves all 

frustrations and despair out of his art. 

 

1.  Where were Tommy born and where did he grew up?  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2.  What type of disability was he born with? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  What type of mediums does he use in his artworks? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Where did Tommy attend school and what did he often do when his teacher went looking for 

him? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

5.    What type of works does Tommy do? 

____________________________________________________________________________ 


